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when news spread all over the world that
Nessie had been seen again. The Scottish

government repeated its assured assurance
that it was hoax, that there had been no

sighting during the year 2000. The
guarantee that the Nessie will probably not
appear again is not what local people want

to hear. Nessie sightings remain an
important part of their annual calendar. The
time and the place of Nessie's return to the
lochs around Scotland are set down in stone

as if in a very old world calendar where
we're supposed to know the precise

weather. The year of the year 2000. Here's
the explanation that appears to explain it
all. The way to read this, of course, is that

Nessie is merely a cultural belief. It will
never stop running. It is a mythical animal

that is the imaginary, the fantastic, the
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unreal. This is why there are so many
different "appearances" of Nessie. No one
who really knows what's happening here
believes for a moment that "it's real". The

real record shows that no one has seen
Nessie in the year 2000, or before that.
There have been two previous sightings
during this century. The first, in 1935,

marked the centenary of the creature. It
was seen in June and had a hatchling on its
back. The second sighting in July. The only
sighting during the entire century was on
21 September 1905. It was a 6-foot-long

creature with huge flippers and a long tail.
It was seen by two witnesses. It is the only
Nessie sighting ever in which a photograph
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